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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
430 pam., and read prayers.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL TFER-
TILISERS.

Hon. (. A. PIESSE asked the Colonial
Necretary: 1, Has the attention of the
{tovernment been drawn fo a statement
made by Professor Paterson to the effect
that \ustralia imports practically all the
phosphate used in connection with the
production of agricultural fertilisers, and
that already restrictive export legislation
has been adopted by two of the largest
producing eountries, viz., America and
Norway? 2, Having in view the vital
importance of a continnous supply of this
valuable material, will the Government
consider the advisability of offering a
reward for the discovery of suitable rock
phosphate in this State?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The matter is receiving
considergtion.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. Sir E. H.
WITTENCOM (for Hon. F. Connor)
loave of absence granted to Hon. R. W.
Pennefather for six conseentive sittings
on the ground of ill-health.

On motion by Hon. R. D. McKENZIE,
leave of absence granted to Hon. J. D.
Connolly for six conseentive sittings of
the House on the ground of urgent pri-
vate business,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Seeretary: 1. Audit
Act, 1904—Regulations for the collection,
enstody, expenditure, and management of
money belonging to the State by the
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Agent General in London. 2, Government
SBavings Bank Act—Amendment of Regu-
lations 3 and 18, 3, Aundit Act, 1904—
New regulation to be No. 45a. 4, Annual
report on State-aided immigration for the
vear ended 30th June, 1913. 5, Publie
Service list, 1913.

MOTION—ELECTORAL ROLLS,
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Hon, H, P, ('OLEBATCH (East)
moved—
That in the opinivn of this Iouse it
Is desirable that instructions be given
to the Chief Flectoral Officer that in
compiling new rolls for the Legislative
Council provinces the names of all per-
sons appearing on the existing rolls,
and who are shown by the municipal or
road board lists to possess the neces-
sary qualification, be relained an ihe
new rolls.
He said: Tt is not my purpose io detain
the House for more than a few moments,
I think that when I have explained the
circumstances hon. members will agree it
is a matter which at all events deserves
disenssion and explanation. Tt may be
remembered that during the debate on
the Address-in-reply last session T raised
the guestion of the rights of ratepayers
under the roads boards and the muniei-
palities to remain on the roll of the Legis-
lative Couneil. The Constitution, Seetion
15, provides that among the gualifications
for an elector of the Legislative Couneil
is the fact that the name of such person
is on the ¢lectoral list of any municipality
in respeet of property within the pro-
vinee of the annual ratable value of not
less than £17, or on the electoral list of
any road board distriet in respect of pro-
perty within the provinee of the annual
ratable value of not less than £17. It
was my contention at that time that any
person possessing either of these qualifiea-
tions was entitled to antomatie enrolment
on the Legislative Council rolls and T still
maintain that no matter how far that idea
may have been interfered with hy the
Flectoral Aect of 1907, it is not in aceord-
ance with the spirit of the Constitution
that any person who has enrolment on
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the municipal or roads board roll should
be excluded from the roll of the Legis-
lative Counecil. It is a complete qualifiea-
tion, and it is the duty of the Administra-
tion to see that that complete gualifica-
tion is given effect to, and that the rate-
paver is enrolled. Recently a number of
notices have been forwarded by the Chief
Electoral Officer to persons in all parts
of the State, I understand to all persons
who were enrolled on the Legislative
Couneil roll prior to the 2nd Mareh,
1908. The Electoral Act of 1907 came
into foree on the 2nd March, 1908, and
one material alteration it made in the
provisions of the Electoral Act was that
before that date names were enrolled
from the municipal or road bhoard rolls.
In 1908 the names were only enrolled in
response to elaims forwarded to the Chief
Electoral Officer. The resuli was that
hundreds of people, particularly in the
eonntry distriets, who knew their names
were on the rolls, fook it for granted that
they would be transferred to the Legis-
lative Counecil rolls as in the past, and
therefore they did not take the trouble
to make any further application. In the
metropolitan area a house to house can-
vass was made by the different political
parties, with the result that the rolls
were largely increased in numbers,
whereas in the country districts where it
was practically impossible, or at all
events the political parties did not make
any door-to-door eanvass, there was not
any material inerease in the number of
electors for the simple reason that those
who were on the rolls for roads board
properties were not enrolled as they
shonld have been. The notiee which has
been issued by the Chief Electoral Officer
states—

A proclamation has hbeen issued by
His Excellency the Governor directing
the preparation of a new roll for the
ahove-mentioned province, which shatl
contain the names of all persoms on
the present roll who appear to me to
retain their qnalification. The present
Electoral Act, which came into foree on
2nd Mareh, 1908, provides that, to en-
sure enrolment, a eclaim ecard, daly
signed and completed, shall he lodged,

[COUNCIL.]

and as your enrolment above referred
to was made prior to that date, no such
eard, of course, is available, I am
unable, therefore, to satisfy myself as
to whether or not you are eligible for
transfer to the new roll,
Since what I have to say may he re-
garded as eritical of the work of the Chief
Electoral Officer, I want to disabuse the
minds of hon, members in that regard,
and say that I have no fault to find with
that gentleman. I think Mr. Stenberg
does his work admirably, and my only
protest is that the course taken by him in
this instance, with 2 view to making a
perfect roll, is eontrary to the law of
the land. In this paragraph he says that
the present Electoral Act provides that
to ensure enrolment a claim eard duly
completed shall be lodged, etcetera. That
is not the case at all. Tt is a misstate-
ment of the faets. The present Electoral
Aet says in effeet “ for a new man
to secure enrolment,” not “to secure
enrolment on a new roll”  Section
40 says, “In preparing unew rolls
the names of all persons who ap-
pear to be qualified shall be inserted.”
Surely it cannot be for a moment con-
tended that a man whose name is on the
existing roll, and whose name still ap-
pears on the roll of the roads board or
munieipality, does not appear to be quali-
fied to be transferred to the new roll.
The seetion goes on to say—

The names of all persons who, from
information supplied by the Registrar
General of Deaths, appear to he dead.
or who, from information supplied by
the Inspector General of the Insane.
the Superintendent of Publie Charities,
and the Comptroller General of Prisons
appear to be disqualified; or who ap-
pear to be otherwise disqualified ., . . .
shall be omitted,

The only persons whose names the elec-
toral officer iz entitled to omit from the
new roll are those of persons who appear
to be disqualified. My contention is that
when a man is on the existing roll and
his qualifications are clearly stated, and
the roads hoard list shows that he still
retains that qualification, then that man
does not appear to be disqualified and
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therefore the Chief Eleetoral Officer
has no right to strike him off fhe

roll. Since this motion of mine was
placed on the Notice Paper I have been
informed, although the information is
directly opposite to the information con-
veyed to me by an oflicer of the depart-
ment a few days ago, that it i not the
intention of the Chief Electoral Officer to
strike off the name of any person if he
finds on inquiry that that person appears
on the roll of either a municipality or a
roads board. If it is so, the Chief Elee-
toral Officer had no reason to send out
this notice at al}, and had only the power
to send out notices to a man after his
name has heen struek off the roll on the
ground that he has lost his qualifieation.
A great many people receiving these
notices cannot, of course, be expected o
read the whole of them. Seeing that they
relate to the Legislative Counecil a good
many people will say “I am on that roll
as I voted at the last election,” And they
will not bother any more, and for that
reason they will be disqualified. One of
the qualifications for an elector of the
Legislative Couneil is that he shonld hold
a lease or license from the Crown to de-
pasture, oceupy, cultivate, or mine upon
Crown lands within the province at a
rental of nof less than £10 per annnm.
Cases have come under my notice in
which the Crown lessee has filled up his
claim card and stated merely the number
of his lease. The claim eard goes back
to the regmistrar of the distriet, and the
vegistrar takes & eourse of action which
I do not think was contemplated under
this Act. He finds an applicant was the
holder of a free homestead farm of 160
acres, whichk had not yet passed into his
possession, and could not be counted as
a gqunalifieation; and of conditional pur-
chase land, of about 260 acres, for which
he was paying an annual rental of £9
10s. The electoral registrar says this
man is not qualified, because the qualifica-
tion is £10, but as a matter of fact that
man is a ratepayer to the roads heoard
on an annual rental value of ahout
£50. That position has arisen in a
number of ¢ases. T want to say the
Electoral Department appears to be very
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anxious to get everybody on the rolls
who is entitled to be there. 1 am not
going to deny tha{ it would be better if
every person on the roll sent in a card,
that it would be more convenient for the
department; but when it is decided that
there is to be a card for every elector
that decision must be arrived at by Par-
liament, and not by the Chief Eleetoral
Officer, The Aet only demands that
new names shall be enrolled in response
to claims, and even to that extent I think
it overrides the Constitution when it
shuts out the duly enrolied ratepayer on
the municipal or roads board list. I am
eonvineced, on going through the Act,
that there is no power in the Aet for
the Chief Electoral Officer to zend out
notices to all the people whose names are
in the existing roll and confirmed by the
electoral list of a munieipality or roads
board. T am as earnestly desirous as
the Chief Electoral Officer that our rolls
should be pure, but I think it is still
more important that they should be com-
plete, and T would rather see the names
of a few dead men on the roll than that
hundreds of duly qualified electors should
be left off it. T hope thal some explana-
tion of this matter will be given so that
some assurance can go to the electors
as to what it is really necessary for them
to do, and I hope that instruetions will
be issued to the Chief Fleetoral Officer
which will prohibit him striking out the
names of people who are on the present
roll and whose qualifications are in ae-
cordance with the requirements of the
Constitution. T move the motion stand-
ing in my name.

Hon, E. M. CLARKE (Sonth-West) :
In seconding the motion I am willing to
admit that Mr. Stenberg is trying to
purge the rolls and bring them up to
date. It is very evident, however, that
there is something radieally wrong. On
two occasions T have filled up cards my-
self and sent them along. It is very
annoying that on every oecasion one
should have to make a fresh application
in order to be quite sure that be will be
on the roll, It is only twelve months
since a ease came under my notice of a
man who filled in his card and sent it in
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right epongb, but who, two or three
weeks afterwards, was served with
another notice. In the interval he had
removed his residence to some other spot
and he was challenged again. it appears
to me that it is done in an indiseriminate
way. In making inquiries in Bunbury
I have found that some people have been
on the roll for years withont their names
being challenged at any time. 1t seems
that just here and there a few electors
are singled out. To say the least it is
apnoving to have to fill in a card unless
it is for some good and specific purpose.
It appenrs to me that if one neglested to
fill in a eard and return it, the chances
are that his name would be erased from
the roll. What c¢an he the object of it
all? Under the Municipalities Aet, when
compiling the roll they can aways sirike
off the names of those who have died or
gone away beyond the district. Of
eourse, it is unreasonable to think that
Mr. Stenberg should know all these
people, but at the same time I fully en-
dorse what Mr. Colebatch has said.
Until such time as it comes to the know-
ledge of the Electoral Department that
a person is no longer qualified as an
elector I think his name should be left
on the roll. Tt is unwise to challenge
well-known people without oecasion, It
is wrong and most exasperating to be
called upon to fill in these cards when
one knows that his name is already on
the municipal and roads board rolls. TIr
such cireumstances an elector should not
be pestered with these cards; such a
thing should not be. T give credit to
Mr. Stenberg for trying to do what 1is
eorreet, hut T think something is wrong,
and T hope it will be seen into so that
every person on the roll shall remain
there until such time as it is officially
known that he no lonper holds the neces-
sary qualification.

Hon, J., CORNELL (South): -Mr.
Colebatch and I were in agreement in
connection with this matter on the Ad-
dress-in-reply. I do not desire to appear
to he in any way critical of the Chief
Eleetoral Officer, but as one who has re-
cently bheen through an election I have
nothing to say in favour of the ecompil-

[COUNCIL.]

ing of the Legislative Couneil rolls,
I think that every ratepayer in a muni-
eipality or a reads board distriet should,
as the Constitution provides, have his
name auiomatically transferred to the
Council rolls. But there is the question
of rating, and the question of the com-
pilation of municipal rolls. ‘One muni-

eipality which I have the honour to re-
present carried by resolution the valua-
tion of the previous year, with the result
that some who were on the roll rated at
£3 and £5 had in the meantime erected
dwellings whieh brought them up to pro-
bably very near to the atnount laid down
by the Aect, namely, £17 annual value.
1f tbe object of the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer is to send out cards, as was done last
year, to every elector on the roll, and,
if in the event of an elector not returning
that eard, his name will be struck off the
roll, well, I condemn it in ils entirety. I
know as far as the South Provinee roll
was coneerned—and I think I can speak
also for Mr. Ardagh in the North-East
Province—that had it not been for the
efforts of the two political parties in
both of these provinces some 700 or 800
names would have been left off the rolis.
It was only the efforts of the two politi-
cal parties that prodouced such good rolls
in the North-East and the South Pro-
vinees, T think it should not be the work
of political parties to frame a good roll;
the Government or the responsible offi-
cers should take every possible means to
compile a roll as np to date as possible.
T would like to say a word on the com-
pilation of the Tast roll and to say that in
my humble opinion the distriet registrar
was hampered too mueh from Perth.
From my personal experience one or two
of the finest electoral officers in the State
engaged on the compilation of the rolls
of the South Provinee and the North-
Fast Province did not on the last oe-
easion pnt the heart into the work which
they had previously done. Had more
power been given to these gentlemen, the
power they had enjoyved in the past,
the efforts put forward by the two polili-
cal parties would not have heen neces-
gary. I know there are great diffienlties
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confronting the Chief Electoral Otticer
aud his statf in the eompiiation of a roll,
but 1 do hope that on this occasion the
elector is not going to be bombarded with
the amount of literature which was sent
to lumn on the compilation of the last roll.
Instead of simplifying his work it inten-
sified it, and he did not know where he
stood. Persons who omitted to send in
their election ecards as per instruetions
were struck off the rolls. We can sym-
pathise with the desive for the compila-
tion of pure rolls, and 1 say let every
qualified elector be on the roll. T sup-
port the motion because it goes some of
the way, and I hope that any remarks
I have offered will not be taken as an-
tagonistic towards those responsible for
the compilation of lbhe rolls, but rather
as the frank opinion of one interested in
the ecompilation of the last voll and
elected on Lhat roll. I was not satisfied
with that roll beeanse I thought many
more names could have been on it.
Hon. M. L. MOSS {West): It should
be the desire of the Electoral Department
to obtain as perfect a roll as possible. T
am convinced that if the procedure
quated by Mr. Colebateh is carried into
execntion the result will be the disfran.
chisement of hundreds of people in each
provinee, It is quite clear fromm Sections
37. 40 and 41 of the Electoral Aet that
there is sufficient legislation to enable
new rolis to be prepared without cancel-
ling the whole of the existing rolls and
nelzecting to ufilise the material eon-
tained therein. Under Section 37 a new
roll for either province or -electorate
should be prepared under the super-
vision of the Chief Electoral Officer when
ever directed by proclamation. The pro-
clamation has been published declaving
that new rolls shall he prepared and
brought into operation in connection with
these provinces, In my humble opinion
the time to publish that proclamation
was immediately after the last Legisla-
tive Council elections. It would then
have enabled rolls to be prepared some
twelve months hefore the next eleetion,
and if large numbers of people had been
disfranchised they would have been given
reazonable opportunity to get on the snp-
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plementary rolls, Bui as this proclama-
tion has been published in QOeciober, only
a few monihs preceding the election, and
as the rolls probably will not be printed
until close on the election, hundreds of
yualified persons will be left off the rolls,
and conseyuently little or no opportunity
will be afforded them to put in their
claims for inclusion in the supplementary
rolls, That should not be the poliey of
the department. The proper policy for
the department is to try to put every
qualified person on Lhe roll so that when
we get one-third of the members of this
Hounse returned to serve the public they
shall be as near a true reflex of the con-
stituencies as possible. That result is not
likely to be achieved if hundreds of
people are disfranchised. It has been
quite correctly pointed out by Mr. Cole-
bateh, and I do not think the legislation
leaves any roemn for donbt, that in the
preparation of new rolls the names of
all persons who appear fo be qualified
shall be inserted. The Chief Electoral
Officer in his eirenlar says this—

The present Electoral Act, whicl
came into force on the 2nd DMareh,
1908, provides that to insure enrol-
ment a claim ecard duly signed and
completed shall be lodged, and as your
enrelment above referred to was made
prior to that date no such card, of
course, is available,

Mr. Colebateh has correctly said that a
claim card is only necessary in order to
put persons on the roll who are not there
at present. Buatl it is the next elause in
the eirenlar to which I would specially
draw attention. It is in particularly
larze tvpe and reads as follows :—

T am unable therefore to satisfy my-
self as to whether or not vou are elig-
ible for transfer to the new roll. '

I am now pgoing to make a statement
which, after all, is merely a matter of
opinion, but whieh I think is so near to
truth that I ought not to refrain from
saying it. Mr, Stenberg says he is unable
to satisfy himself as to whether or not
the person is eligible for transference. Tt
is quite obvious that Mr. Stenherg and
his subordinates have not faken any
tronble at all to satisfy themselves as to
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whether these people are eligible, because
thousands of these cards have gone out.
The truth is, that to save themselves the
trouble of satisfving themselves as to

the eligibility of these persons, the
departmental officers have sent forth
this wireular throughout the length

and breadth of {he State. The fact
of the matter is that thev have never
tried to salisfy themselves and in-
stead of the officials assuming the re-
sponsihility thev should assume, they
are easting upon the public the obliga-
tion of sending in these ecards. Tt is
true, and the hon. Mr. Cornell has cor-
rectly stated my view, that if the de-
partment deloges the public with a lot
of this literature they get so heartily
sick and tired of it that they will not
send in elaims at all,

Hon. E. M. Clarke : No, they put
{ltem in the wastepaper basket.

Hon. M. L. MOSS : If I were to be
a aundidate at the next election, which it
is not my intention to be, I should, in the
face of a cireular like this, deem it my
duty fo put persons on in West Provinee
to get these cards signed, and the cost
would be something in the vieinity of
€200 or £300.

Hon. J. Cornell :
would still be left off.

Hon. M. L. MOS8 : Yes, the general
public are nof eoncerned until election
day and then they find they are off the
roll. That is not a fair position to pui
prospeetive candidates in. This de-
partment should do what the Federal
Department does.  Accowding to the
Federal law it is compulsory for a per-
son to enrol himself, and cards are taken
round from house to house—not sent
through the pust—and an officer attends
at the person’s residence within a few
days, demanding the return of the cards
properly flled np. If we had a system
like that there would be no hardship
in sending out the eards for the publie
to fill in, hut as an old campaigner T
consider that to send out these cards
and trast te the people filling them in
means that hundreds of people in every
distriet will be distfranchised. This is a
makter in wki=zl jhe Minister chareed

A lot of people

{COUNCIL.]

with the administraiion of the Aect
shounld prevent Mr, Stenberg from carry-
ing out the poliey he has laid down in
these ecircalars, Obviously the inten-
tion of Parliament is that once an elee-
tor is on the roll he is entitled to be
automatically transferred to the new
roll unless after due inquiry the depart-
ment is satisfied that the person con-
cerned does not possess the qualifieation.
T do not believe that the statement con-
tained in the eircular is trune. The offi-
cials slionld make efforts to satisfy them-
selves. If this debate is adjourned I
would like to ask the DMinister if he
will make speeial application to Mr.
Stenberg, so that he ean inform the
House and the public at large what
steps have been taken which justify the
statement in Lhis eireular that he has
been unable to satisfy himself. Speak-
ing for wyself, T have had one of these
circulars sent to me. What I would
like to know is what efforts did My, Sten-
bereg or his subordinates make to as-
certain whether | possessed the quali-
fication. The cualification in respeet of
which 1 am registered I have possessed
for many vears. [ am inelined to think
that the whole of the roll is taken on one
hasis. and that the sendine ont of these
eirenlars 15 a gross violation of the see-
tions which have been quoted by the
hon. Mr, Colebateh and ve-yuoted by me.
We hear a good deal about the restricted
franchise for this House, hut this action
will tend to still further restriet it, andl
to preveat people who are justly en-
titled to wvote for this House from ex-
arcising their right. The Government I
am sure do not want to do that, and Mr.
Stenberg should be thwarted in his at-
{empt io make light the work which
shosld rest on him and his staf by
throwing on the public an obligation
which Parliament never intended should
be thrust upon them.

Hon. Sir E. H WITTENOOM
(North) : T have very much pleasure
it supporting the motion brought for-
ward by the hon. My, Colebateh. T:
seems to me that the whole process might
to a laree extent be very much simpli-
fied. TIn the first place the rolls should
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be made up by taking the names of
those persons who are qualified from
the municipal councils and road boards
lists. There is very little difficulty in
finding out whether these are correct be-
cause the local authorities can say
whether the pecople concerned should be
on the rolls or not, and il this course
were adopted it would save a great deal
of trouble. In the next place, all ap-
Plications, whether made personally or
by letter, sheuld be in respect of the
person who requires it. TInstead of
worrying and bothering themselves in
this way, the Chief Electoral Officer,
the registrars, and the rest of the offi-
cers  should be free to receive these
applieations and 'to register them. I do
not take it to he a part of their duts
to hunt up people and find out whether
they ave on the roll. The question is—
are they on the roll ¥ If their names
are on the munieipal or road boards rate
lists and they still hold the qualification
their names should remain. If other
people apply and prove that they are
qnalified their names should he put on
and they should remain on until objected
to, and in the event of their being ob-
jeeted to, and of their exercising the
vote without possessing the qualification,
there slioald be a good strong penalty.
I have wo sympathy with a man who
will not take the trouble to register for
his vote. We hear a great deal about
one man in a distriet potting on 200
names and someone else putting on 300
names. After all, these people do not
care whether they are on the roll or not.
I remember a easc in connection with the
Federal elections in which several men
and women stated that theyv did not
nnderstand the guestions, and that they
had nol given them the slightest con-
sideration and they asked wihat was the
vse of putting their names on the roll.
Taking the questions snbmitted at the
last Federal election, how many men, let
alone women, understood them? T sav
a very small proporfion of fhem.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: More women than
men T think.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: At

the =ame lime o large proportion did not.
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To carrxy out my intention the vote should
be a privilege and should not be com-
pulsory unless it is the poliey of the
country to foree everyome to vote. If it
is oplional, as it is in this State, the de-
partment shonld simply be there to re-
gister the applieations and to receive ob-
jections and take the names off the roll
when it is proved that the qualifieation
is no longer held. Why they should go
te all this trouble to go around the ¢onn-
try to find out who is on or off the roll
1 cannot understand. Anyone who will
not iake the trouble to register does not
deserve a vote, because it shows that he
has not given the slightest consideration
to the question to be submitted. Some
preople say “Give evervone a vote,” hut
many people do not know whether they
are on the lists, and then we hear them
asking “How will T vote?” Some might
be heard to say-——“Oh. T will not vote for
sp-and-s0.” and members of the oppo-
rite sex—"“0Oh, ves. & handsome man like
so-and-so, T will vote for him.”

Hon. J, Cornell: Is that hoew you got
in?

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: The
Iton. member is a man of very great dis-
erimination. T think we are going to too
much trouble altogether in connection
with this matter, and the only question is
whether it should be compuisory or op-
tional. If it is compulsorv everyone who
does not vegister shonld be fined, and if
it is optional and people do not apply
over their own signatures, without being
rounded up by a lot of other parties, they
should go without the vote. T am
pleased that the Hon. Mr. Colebaich has
bhronght the matter up.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) : To my mind the chief aim of
the Electoral Act shonld be to render it
as easy as possible for a person to get
on the roll. and as hard as possible when
once there to be taken off. I join with
Sir Edward Wittenoom in saying that
onee a man has a vote, which is a privi-
leze of cilizenship, he should do his ut-
mast to retain it, and should have to go fo
certain trouble to see that he does retain
it. T received one of these cireulars, and
T found my way to the office of the Chief
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Electoral Otfficer and asked the reason
why it was sent to me. Why, T asked
should I receive a cireular considering
that T had been on the roll for the last
17 years for the particular qualification I
possessed, and | inquired what would be
the result if I did not fill in the eard
and return it. I was inforwed that there
would be no result. “Would not my name
be struck off the roll 7’ I asked. *No”
was the answer, “Then what is the ob-
Jjeet of sending out these eards?" T asked.
The object why it was sent out, I was in-
formed, was that in some cases electors
still remained on the roll for qualifica-
tions which they did not now possess. The
department endeavoured to ascertain
whether they still retained the nualifica-
tion, or if they had parted with the
qualification, as that assisted the depart-
ment to purge the rolls and strike off
those who did not now possess the quali-
fleation.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittencom: Such peo-
ple should be penalised.

Hon, D, G. GAWLER: | asked what
course would be adopted if T did not re-
plv, and was informed that the Fleetoral
Depariment wonld make a search of the
Titles (ffice or inquiries from the muni-
eipal council or roads boards, and if the
qualifieation was not discovered there a
second notice would be sent asking me
to snhstantiate the claim, and in the event
of my not doing so, T would be struck off.

Hon. .J. I*. C'ullen: They should do that
first.

Hon. D. (. GAWLER: 1 see the trou-
ble to which the Eleetoral Department
is going, and 1 quite appreciate it, and
I would like lere to give testimony to the
whole-hearted zeal whieh T think does
animate that department to see that lhe
rolls ave kepl clean. Buat what T object
to is that the notice is misleading, I am
afraid that the elector who receives a
notice of this kind wonld think that he
bad no analifieation. He would conclude
that his qualification was ehallenged and
that he must retarn the eard stating that
his name shonld be struck off the roll.
The cirenlar is unfortunately worded.
The second paragraph reads—

[UCOUNCIL.]

A preclanalion has been issued by
His Excellency the Governor directing
the preparation of a new roll for the
above-mentioned provinee, which shall
vontain the names of all persons on
the present roll—

And then in Javge type it savs—

who appear to me to retain their
qualification.

The tirzt veflection which naturally comes
lo a man on reading that is that he does
not retain his qualification, and after
reading the words in very big type *I
am unable therefore to satisfy myself as
to whether or not you are eligible for
transfer to the new roll” the elector wounld
conclude that he was to_be struck off the
roll. To a man who has been on the roll
for manv vears as T have been, it is very
nnfair that there should be an attempt
to strike him off the roll. I do not be-
lieve that is the intention of the depart-
ment. The cireular is misleading.

Hon. H. . Colehateh: They have not
the power to say that although they have
struck him off.

Hon. T, G, GAWLER: The Act says
that the name shall he shruck off——

Fon, W. Pafrick: [ know where names
have been struck off.

Hon. . G, GAWLER: Section 40
gives power to sirike off the names of all
persons (1) who From information sup-
plied by the Registrar General of DNeaths
appear to be dead or who from informa-
tion supplied by the Tnspeetor Genera) of
the Tnsane. the Superintendent of Publie
Charities, and the Comptroller of Prisons
appear to he disqualified, (2} whe ap-
pear to he otherwise disnualified. and (3)
in the ease of Ac<gembly rolls those who
dn nol appear to reside in the distriet.
According to the eivenlar it looks as if
the department iz tryving to strike off
persons who are qualified. The motion
moved by the hon. Mr, Colebateh is in a
somewhat different direetion from the
irend of the dizenssion. Tt affirms the
desirability of the names of all persons
appearing on the existing volls and who
are shown by the munieipal or road
bonrd lists to possess the necessary
rualification, being retained on the new
rolls. T quite avvee with thai: the trans-
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{er fron those rolls to the electoral roll
of the Siate should be automatic, At
the depattment I am told that is not so.
and 1 fail to see why the transfer should
not be automafic.
Hon, M. L. Moss :
tenlion of Parliament.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER: Tt would save a
lot of trouble to the eleetor who, know-
ing that he was on the munieipal or road
board roll, could rely upon bis name be-
ing automatieally put on the electoral roll.
It would give electors a greater sense of
security. When T was at the eleectoral
oftice 1 was furnished with copies of a
number of notices which are being senl
out, and in a number of instances these
notices are justified. T was inforraed that
in the case of a man who appeared to re-
tain a qualification at Boulder, and who
went {o reside al Perth. application was
made for his registration on the Perth
roll. The department sent him a per-
emptory notice stating in effect. “You are
on the roll at Boulder. Unless you sub-
stantiate that elaim you will be struek
off.” Thal course obviously is justified.
I have ventured to give the House my
own experience and my idea that the de-
partment in issuing these cirenlars was
doing not more than issuing a misleading
notice, but 1 bear testimony to the en-
deavour of the department to keep the
rolls elean, and in proper order.

Hon, F. CONNOR (North): Tt is my
intention to support the motion and, in
doing so, 1 would like to say that T have
had the honour of having ohe of these
cards sent to mwe. 1 do not know why
that expense should be gone to by the
Government. Surely the Electoral Regis-
trar should kvnow that sueb men as Mr.
Moss, Mv, Gawler and myself still live in
the State and possess (he necessary nuali-
fieations which eutitle us to vote, T do
not think that the onus should he cast
upon us to prove that we possess these
qualifications. The position is exactly the

. same in the ease of any individual whose
name is on the roll. He should not he
ealled upon to prove, simply for the satis-
faction of the department or. perhaps.
an individual in ke department, that he
holds the required qualifications. T wonld

It is the clear in-
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point ont that if it depended entirely
on these cards many people would not
have their names placed upon the roll.
Take, for instance, a case like my own.
I liave been absent from the State for
some time and I know of cases where
people who have possessed qualifications
for many years, and still hold them, have
had occasion to leave the State.  The
cards are sent to them and perhaps,
through no fanlt of their own, these eards
are not returned, with the result that their
names are struck off. I repeat that the
onus should not be with the individual.
Once having proved that he is entitled to
be on the roll his name shonld remain
there. [ do not want to labour the ques-
tion, which has 1y support.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East) :
T am entively with Mr. Colebateh in re-
2ard 1o the intention of his motion, but
I think it ean he improved and made
effective hy a slight alteration. It is my
intention to move that the words “ap-
pearing on the existing rolls,” in lines
3 amd O, be struek out, and in the
lasi line the word *‘retained ™ be struck
ont and rplaced’” substituted.  The
motion will then read—*“That in the opin-
ion of this House it is desivable that in-
structiong he given te the Chief Electoral
Oflicer that in compiling new rolls for the
Legislative Council provinces the names
of all persons. who ave shown by the
municipal or road board lists to pos-
sess  the  necessary  qualitication, he
placed on the new rolls.”” 11 Mr. Cole-
hateh will aecept that aineudment 1 will
nut lahoer it

ITon, H. P. Colebatch: Certainly.

Hon. J. F. (ULLEN: I only want to
sav that [ hope that neither Mr. Sten-
bery nor any of his officials will take
this to mean that the non-appearance of
a name oan a munieipal or roads board
roll should neeessarily disqualify a per-
son.

Hon. H, P. Calebateh: They can get
on if they claim.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: I came across
a rezistrar not long sinee whe had struck
off quite a number of names from a roll,
I asked him why he had done this, and
he «aid **1 have gone through the muni-
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cipal and roads board rolls, and the

names are no{ oo them, so 1
strnek them: off the Eleetoral roll.”’
¢ But,’”” I said, ‘‘that is oaly
part of the collateral evidence to

gnide a regisirar that there are people
qualified whose names never appear on
those rolls.” He replied “1f I have struck
them off wrongly they can get on again.”
T said “What about their position in the
meanwhile?? He said “Oh, they can get
on again.” I need not add that the regis-
trar was struck off himself, not from in-
formatien given by me, but from infor-
mation which came from other sources.
I =ay it is important that registrars
should be carefully instrueted that people
who are gualilied should have their names
un the roll. I desire to move an amend-
ment—

That in lines 3 and 6 the words “ap-
pedaring on the evisting rolls” be struck
oul, and in the last Iine the word “re-
tained” be struck out and “placed” in-
serted in lien.

Hon, II. 1. Colebatch: I will accept
that amendment.

On motion by the Colonial Secretary
debate adjourned.

BILL—WATER SUPPLY, SEWER-
AGE, AND DRAINAGE AMEND-
MEXT.

Second Reading.

Dehate resumed from the 24th Septem-
ber.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East): I
have first of all a matter of minor eriti-
cism whiell T shall mention. and I wonld
like to suggest to the Minister in charge
of the Bill that the eourse which has heen
adonted in Clause 1 is an unusual and an
undesirable way of repeating or rather
of continuing a measure. The Act, as hon.
members will remember, was limited to
one vear's duration. The Minister de-
sires now to remove the limitation, and
he has done so quite properly in the first
Iine of Clause 4. which says “Seetion 21
of the principal Act is hereby repealed.”
T want to point out that that is enough.
There is no need to 2o on and say, as

[COUNCIL.]

the claose does, “and the said Aet shall
be and the same is hereby made perpe-
tnal.” That is nonsense.

Hon, W, Kipgsmill: You eannot do it.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: We are not
Medes and Persians, and we may alter,
amend, or repeal amy Aect. 1 suggest,
therefore, that the second line of that
clause be strnek out. Now with regard
to the continnance of that Aet. It gives
opportunity for soime necessary eriticism
of the administration. I want to point
out very briefly—leaving it to hon, mem-
bers whose constitnents are more entirely
concerned, to follow and deal with the
matter more fully—that the adminis-
Iration has dealt eruelly with new settlers
in the dry areas, who, in the honr of
their distress were left to make contracts
with the Works Department for the sup-
ply of water from the Goldfields scheme.
The administration bas dealt unjuostly—
that 1s a still stronger word—with the
nwners of property abutting on the old
pipe line constructed 12 years ago purely
for the purpose of supplying the gold-
fiehls with water. and without recard to
the people whose properties lie hetween
Mundaring and the goldfields. Now ahout
the eruel treatment of the setilers in the
dry areas. The Minister administering
this Bill clains that he has been almost a
(God-sent deliverer of these settlers. With
many of these new settlers it is a case of
“Save us from our friends” for the Min-
ister has placed upon them a burden
whieh, they never can carry, Any settler
whose property abuts on the line, or is
within ten chains of the line, is open to
he taxed for all his land running a mile
hackwards, 10 the extent of £5, and then
2. per acre for every acre he holds, If
these were dictriets for intense enlture,
it would be an entirely different matter,
hecause the water eould be used for irri-
eation purposes, but where it is simply
nsed for watering stock, and where many
af those seltlers have their own provisions
for watering stock, quite rerardless of
the Minister. it is a ernel imposition to
sav that theyv sball pay this £5 and the
5d. per acre. T hope our Minister, in
whom we have every confidenee as a fair
minded man., will make representations
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to his colleagnes that the Minister for
Works has placed upon many new set-
tlers a burden that will crush them off
the land. I feel quite as strongly with
regard to the injustice that has been in-
flicted or perpetrated on the older pro-
perty owners through whose land the old
pipe line was placed without any refer-
ence to them ov as to any redress they
might have in the future. The Minister
for Works comes to these settlers and
says “You all have your own provision
for watering stock; you do not want my
supply of water, vet I am going to taxz
you just as if the supply bad been pro-
vided for you and you were using it.”
T say this is a monstrons act of injus-
tice.
Members: Tlear, hear.

Hon. J. F. CCLLEN : Tt would be
just as rational for the Railway Commis-
sioner to mo to these men and say, “We
have provided railway larilities for von,
and whether you use them or not. there
will be a minimnm tax which you will
have to pay, because the railway passes
vour property.” There would be more
in that because a railway is a monopoly
and is recognised os such for the tran-
sit of the eountry’s products, but in the
matter of the water supply, every land
owner along this pipe line has for years
rast provided himself, in many instances
at enormous expense. with all the water
supply he veruires, and the Minister has
now come down and taxed these men,
and it is an intensification of the injus-
tice in the ease of these men. that when
the pipes were laid down, the then Gov-
ernment went to them and said, ‘It is
quite within your power to make us wait
until we 2et an  Aecet of Parliament
through, but we eome to vou and say,
‘will you allow us to pnt this pipe line
through vyour property.”’’ The pro-
perty owners said, “Yes, cerfainly.”
Now the Government declare that be-
cause the pipe line is near enough to
these people for them to draw water
from, whether they want it or not, they
will have to pay for such water. It isa
monstrous thing, WNow with rezard to
the administration in connection with
drainage, T am not going to take the
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duly that the metropolitan members
should take, As a matter of fact, I did
not move the adjournment of this de-
bate until I had looked around for other
members to speak, hut pos-ibly some of
those members were absent. It is a no-
torious fact that in connection with the
drainage works in this ritv what I would
eall political unionism ha< done its com-
plete work, [ do not think there has
ever been an instance in the history of
the Btate where the political bosses of
the unions have effected a more complete
work than in conneetion with this drain-
age. Thev have so raised up the costs
in connection with services rendered,
that. but for compulsion under the law,
there would not be a singile house eon-
nected with the sewerage system, be-
cause the cosis have been so worked up
that there will he for ever a gratuitons
and utterly unnecessary burden placed
upon those properties. T believe in xood
wages, but T hold that wages have to be
earned or they never can be paid. and
I say baldly that under this complete
work »f politieal unionism corrency has
been depreciated. A soverriun pavs for
to-day in some cases two-thirds and in
other cases barely half what it paid for
10 or 12 years ago in this State. That
is the position, and if I wanted to eon-
trive the keenest lorture for any oue of
the present Ministers it would be to com-
pel him to sit for a few hours and wateh
the operations on some of these works.
Whilst waiting for a train I happened to
be compulsorily detained near a little
job that was going on. A man had to
cut throngh a piece of weatherboard. T
admit that it was a dry board, but how
long do hon. members think this man was
in cutting it through 7 Nearly a qunarter
of an howr, and during the eutting of
that one hoard, whieh is about a min-
ute’s work, he had three wvarns with
passers-by. [ will be asked what that
has to do with pelitical unionism. and 1
make bold to say that the attitude of
political unionism is this—*“Men, don’t
burst yvourselves”—and the mens’ quarrel
with the foreigner, who is called an
alien, is that he is an adjective speeder-
up, and he will not spend his money
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fredly: he is thrifty and saving, there-
fore lie is a bad man. Now there must
be some remedy found for this wicked
waste of money. 1t is not only a de-
preciation of tlhie currency, but it is a
deuradation of industry, because men
keep on getting & wrong view of their
dnty to 1hose who pay for their work.
By the way, there was a remarkable piece
of evidence in the court the other day.
A young clerk—and there are lots in this
department—was giving evidence, and
he stated be was 19 yvears of age.
“What pay do you get%” he was asked,
and he answered ‘‘£2 a week.’’ He was
a fancy witness for the union. Then
he was asked—'‘Do yon think that sal-
ary enough?” “No.' “*What do youn
do with it?"" Now in the olden days,
the davs of our fathers, who laid the
foundations of Australir, if a young fel-
low eefting £2 a week was asked that
guestion he would have said— ‘T live on
£] and I send the other £1 back to the
old people af home.”’ Buat what does
this voung fellow say now under the
influence of politieal unionism 7 “*T ean
Just exist on €2 by help from my parents
on the farm.”’ It is not only a depre-
cist'on of currency, but it is a destrue-
tion of manly fibre and self-reliance on
the part of the people. ‘‘Get all you
ean and give as little as possible for it.”
A voung doz like that ought to be
thrown into the deep water in order
that he might get some little fibve in
swimniing out.

Hon. W, Kingsmill ;
gpoil all his clothing.

Hon, J, ¥, CULLEN : Yes, this young-
ster wanted from €30 to £43 a vear for
hig clothing, as muel as the average nan
lives on in the Old Country, [ know of
a minister who horrowed lofs of money
to make work, and his instruction to the
mas< of men was this, “T do not want you
to burst yvowrselves: take things easily.
Ta nat let me he bothered by people
coming to me and saying that they saw
vou loafing, bul just take things steadily.”

The Colonial Secretary: Did vou say a
minister?

Hon. J. F, CULLEXN: Yes, but not one
of the present group.

That would

[COUNCIL.]

TETon. W, Kingsmill: A minister of the

apsiel

Hun. J. ¥. CULLEX: No. a minister
of the Crown, and he made lots of work
for his own supporters, 1 repeat that
not a single private counection would be
made to-day in connection with this sew-
erage and drainage. but for compulsion
by the law, because every private owner
is saddied with sueh a gratuitous and ua-
necessary extra on what ought to be the
expenditure, that he wounld never do it
uniess he was compelled. 1 want to pass
on ilis hint through the Colonial Seeve-
tary lo the Minister in charge of the
departmenl fhat the fine work put in by
the palitical bosses has abonl reached
breaking peint, and ministers ought to
aidvize fheir friends to go slow.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West): 1 do not
want to attribute to political unionism or
the Government the blame for what is
taking place in connpection wilh the sani-
tarv connections, but there is a very real
and snbstantial grievance existing in the
metropolitan avea. I am deluged with
complaints from my  constituents  and
jreople in 1erth as to the tremendous cost
impased upon the people in thiz connee-
tion. T am not satisfied that ¢his ex-
cessive cost has only aslsen during the
term of office of the present (iovernment,
because T think it was exeessive when the
previous Govermmen( were in office, T
have had prices {rom privale contraciors
for the zame work as has been ¢arvied out
under the departinent, and [ could give
definnte illustrations, many of thém, that
the price charged by the Government is
5l j.er cent. above that charged by privale
contractors.  Of course it might be asked,
“Why is it that the work is not piven lo
the private eontractors to perform?’ The
reason is that under the statute payment
of the money which the Goverhment
charge for these connections is extended
over a term of six vears; the cost is pay-
able in quarterly instalments and bears a
small rate of interest. and in connection
with sanitary connections, partieularly for
small cottage properties, it is a fearful
thing to ask a poor person fo plank down
£50 in a lump sam. The consequence is
that these unfortunate people cannot find
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the lnmp sum, and they are compelled to
have the work ecarried out by the depart-
ment. The remarkable thing is this, that
when the bill comes in there is uot one,
rolitary item showing how the lump sum
is made up. Only this morning I had two
bills shown to me at Fremantle, and [
am sorry that I have not got them in the
House this afternoon, because T intended
to muve a substantive muiion to deal with
this matter. In one case I can assure hon.
members that the bill is £69 12s, Gd, for
the conuections in a small cottage in South
Fremantle. .

Hon, W. Dairick: Do they not give
details ?

Houn. M. L. MOSS: No. The owner of
the property asked for the details and
was unable to pet them. I am credibly
informed that what goes on is this: If
a piece of piping is wanted a journey
i made Lo Fremantle for it, and the time
oreupied in the journey fo and lro is
charged for. Tt is all included in the
Inmp sum, and the owner is compelled
to pay. Here is another illustration:
There is an hon. member in this House
who had a septic tank on his property
and theretore all the necessary connee-
tivns in his house. and to connect hiwn up
with the svstem it was nnnecessary for
the workmen to enter his house at all, yet
the cost charged to him was £78. That
statement can be snbstantiated by an
hon. member in this Chamber. 1 am not
blaming the Government altogether. but
there is something radieally wrong, affect-
ing a large section of the eommunity, and
I am mentioning these faets so that the
Minister mayv convey to his colleague,
the Minister for Works, the opinion that
must be held by every wmember in this
Chaber that he should exercige a closer
and better supervision than is being ex-
ercised at the present time. Tt is a sean-
dal that people owning small properties
should be penalised to the extent of £50
for house eonnections. These people are
forced into the hands of the Government
by the better terms which the statnte pro-
vides, and it is quite frue, as Mr. Cullen
gaid. that if it were not for the law peo-
ple would not face this tremendous cost.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: They can
roise the rent.
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Hon. M. L. MOSS: They can cer-
tainly raise the vent, but this cost presses
hardest on the poor artisan or workman
who has his own property ond is con-
fronted with a morizage of €50 or £60,
and has no opportunifv of checking the
amount he is charged. {‘annot something
he done to remedy this state of affairs?
I do not want to blame politienl unionism
or anything else, but I believe that closer
supervision will remove a good deal of
the burden that these people are at pre-
sent called upon to carry. 1 hope the
Colonial Seeretary will convey to the
Minister for Works the idea prevalent in
this House that something ought to be
done to remedy an undoubted evil.

Hon. Sir E, H. WITTENOOM
(North): In connection with the debate
on water supply, | wonld like to endorse
a good deal (bat has fallen from Me.
Cullen, because it might seem like exag-
wevation when he states that some people
are obliged to pay rates on accouut of
being contiguous to the Coolgardie water
scheme when they derive no advanfage
from it and take no benefit. I know an
Instance and it is a personal ohe. !, as
a rule, objeet to giving personal instances,
bul n¢ one can speak so well as from
personal experience, and T can give this
instance as ] own the land and bave to
pay the rates every vear, 1 am able to
state the hardship there is on some people.
The water does not come close to this
land at all; it is no use to it. I have
never wanted it, bat T have to pay the
rate on it every year. That is an illus-
tration of what a great many other people
have to do as well as myself. The land
is not worth the rates paid on it. T
wonld be prepared to sell it for what it
cost, in fact I make this offer in this
House, that T will sell the land to any
one to-morrow for sixpence, The land
is situated 1n Beverley and it is rated, It
is contiguous to the Coolgardie water
scheme, I have never had a drop of water
on it, the land does not want water, and
I am prepared to sell the land to-morrow
for sixpence, and hand the title over to
anyone who will take it. That is an
illustration of how harshly this matter
presses on people when they do not want
the water.
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On motion by Hon. . Patrick debate
ad journed,

BILL—TRAFFIC(.

Second Reading.

Debate resnmed from the 25th Sep-
tember.

Hon. C. A, PIESSE (South-East):
The wide scope covered by this Bill neces-
sitates equally wide discussion and I in-
tend, with the permission of the House,
this evening to have a fair say with re-
gard to the provisions of this measure,
and, in doing so, I trust I will not des-
cend to the lower plane taeties adopted
hy the responsible Minister who intro-
duced this Bill in another plaee and who,
in the eourse of his remarks coneerning
ihis Chamber, picked me out for special
comlenmation. 1 may say at the outset
my he<t thanks are due to the (olonial
Secretary for the manner in which he
handled the wnpleasant paragraph which
was placed in his hands the other day in
conneelion with this Bill. Xo doubt it
wax passed on to him, hut, with his usual
taet and pood feeling, he expressed him-
self satistiedd with the few inierjerctions
which T made. Bul T am not satisfied
with ile remarks whieh fell from the
Minister for Works, T strongly re-
senl the reference made by that
gentlean fo this Chamher and 1 de-
gire to add my protesl fo the protests
that have already fallen from previous
speakers in fhis House. T know the de-
sire of everv one in this Chamber is that
the 11l =hall have fair treatment. There
is no desire fo block H From mere cussed-
nes=, it T wax usze thal expression, We
are all azreed thal this important Bill
should not he lost to the Siate. T war
one. when the Minister first introdueced it,
to esive him ervedit for its introduetion.
T mention this heeanse T nofiee by the
paper that special reference was made
to me. WWhat are we to expect when we
find, according {o the daily Press, a re-
sponsible Minister in another place using
expressions snch as those which are em-
bodied in an extract which Y intend to
read with the permission of the House.
Tt is the West Ausiralian that T intend

(COUNCIL.]

to quote from and these words appear

there—

As far as the (overnment were con-
eerned, they were prepared to receive
suggestions from anyone to assist them
in framing a Bill that was in the best
interests of the people in the varicus
portions of the State, but he was not
going to sit down and take the judg-
ment of the Legislative Couneil, which
was not representative of the people,
and was not supposed te know the
people's requirements as well as the
Legislative Assembly. The Legislative
Council represented only a privileged
section of the ecommunity, and its mem-
bers wevre for such large areas that
they could not keep in touch with the
requirements of the smaller placez, as
could members of the Legislative As-
sembly, Tt had been said with regard
to another Bill that he should have
been more moderate in his remarks in
reference to the Legislalive Council,
with the view of getting the Bill passed.
But he was not going to be a party to
a system of goiug on their knees to
anyone in order to get legislation
through the Legislative Couneil.

This is very objectionable language, The
extract zoes on to say—

He submitted the Bill with confidence,
and trusled that members of the Legis-
lative Couneil wonld study it more
ravefully and realise that it was framed
in the interests of the people, and that
thexy must net take their limited view
of Western Aunstralia—limited as was
the franchicse on  which they were
elected. He hoped the Tegislative
Couneil would recognise that the high-
ways and hyways were the people's.
and must not be viewed in a limited

way by members of the property
Chamber.
The Speaker : Order ! The lon.

Minister must not reflect on the Leeiz-
lative Couneil.
The Minister for Works:
reflecting upon the Conuncil.
The Speaker: The hon. Minister
referred to the T.emislative Comneil in
terms that he should not.

T am not
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The Minister for Works:
repeat it,
It 1s needless lo make any comrment on
these remarks further than to say that
they are unwise, uuwarranted, and un-
just.

Hon, ¥, Connor: Why do you take
notice of them, then? |

Hou, , A. PIESSE: I am the only
membher of the Legislative Council who
has been singled out by name by this
Minister and I will not sit down quietly
under misrepresentation. If the Min-
ister had known to the full exient the
proposals in the Bill he would have hesi-
tated to condemn the members of the
Legislative Council. I, as a member of
this Chamber, approached the Bill from
one view. Those members who are not
conversant with country life listen to
what country members have to say on
such an important measure as the Traffie
Bill. T again repeat, this Council has
only one desire, that is to make the Bill
a workable one. and that desire still exisis
in the (Chambex, in spite of what the
Minister said.

The PRESIDENT: [ must draw the
hon, membher’s altention to the Standing
QOvder which savs, “No member shall al-
lnde to any debate of the current session
in the Assembly.”

Hon, C. A, PIESSE: Mr, President,
am I to guietly sit down and have these
statements made ahout me and this
Chamber in another place and not have
an opportunity of replying?

The PRESIDENT: There is a way of
avoiding that. Youn can say that yon
saw it in the public Press.

Hon. C. A. PIERSE:
from the public Press.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
is in perfect order.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: T did not in-
tend to take notice of the remarks only
for the document which was passed on
to the Colonial Secretary, who was asked
to take nn a similar line of argument,
otherwise T should not have read the ex-
tract which concerned me. My personal
honour and integrity have heen reflected
on. there is no doubf about it. hy the
Minister. and I claim the indnlgence of

I wilt not

T am quoting
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the House to say a few words in reply.
In my 20 years in this Chamber I have
always avoided personalities. The politi-
cal opinions of a man, although we may
thinle they are wrong, do not take from
the personal character of the man. I
think the Minister should give me ecredit
for acting to the best of my ability and
in accordance with honest ideas. I have
always taken that as a standard. I want
to make a few remarks, with the indul-
gence of the House. The Minister in
speaking said—

One member had practically gone
through the Federal election eampaign
using the Traffic Bill as an illustration
of what the Labour party would do if
it had the chance. Mr, . A, Piesse,
ALL.C, had repeatedly made misstate-
ments regarding the Bill, and he was
supposed to be a fair-minded man.
Despite the faet that his own brother
had moved the amendment to exempt
agricultural machinery, Mr. Piesse had
repeatedly asserted that thev were not
exempt.

The very form in which it is pat, ¥sup-
pused to he a fair-minded man,” infers
that 1 am nol a fair-minded man. “Re-
peatedly made misstatements”; that is
not a very mice wayv to put it, to say the
least of it. My remnurks were founded
on faet and T reiterate them in this
Chamber. Was it wrong for me to say
that the Bill provided for a tax of £1
a motth on traction engines when trae-
tion engines were often used to draw
chaff-cutters about? The Minister did
not know how it affecled the chaffentter.
Chaffeutlers are in many cases drawn by
truetor engzines, and they are also drawn
by engines which are pulled from place
to. place by horse power. That T did not
discriminale enough hetween the two is
the only admission T have {o make as to
my stalements, and if T did make that

errar it was unintentional. In the
present Bul it is provided  that
traction engines shall pav £1 per
month flicense. Tloes the Minister

kknow that traetion engines are used in
many places in the country distriets, and
they will come more generally inte use
by-and-by? Tf he knows that, he knows
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that the moment the traction engine is
moved from off a man’s farm the owner
is liable to pay a tax of £1 a montb
license, That is extortionate aud out of
all reason. There is another statement 1
am eredited with saying, and T did
say it—

Amongst its many extrnordinary
clauses was one that made it compul-
sory for a farmer who carted his
neighbonr’s produets to take onr a
carrier’s license at twice the ordinary
cost, and made it equally compulsory
for the person in charge to produce
the license, which must be kept in the
personal custody of the person actu-
ally using the vehicle, nnder a penalty
of three pounds,

That is exaetly as provided in the Bill,
which makes it compulsory for a person
who carts his neighbour’s products to
pay an extra license under a penalty of
£3. That is correet. Why am T stated
to have made misleading statements when
every statement was in the Bill. and is
in the Bill to-dav? Here 18 another
extraet from the West Australian—

The Minister for Works, continning,
said that My Piesse had asserted that
he (the Minister for Works) was
going to take full eontrol and run the
whole show with inspeetors. That was
ineorrect.

That is how he puls it. T did nol say
“going to run the whole show.” The
reference will show that T spoke of traffic
inspectors, and T said the Minister was
going to run the show with inspeclors.
What other opinion ean any memher
come to when the appeintment of the
inspectors is snbject to the approval of
the Minister, and the dismissal is subjeet
to the approval of the Minister? What
other conclusion can anyone come to
than that the Minister kept wen there
irrespective of the wishes of the bodies
nnder whom they serve. T know that
the Bill will not leave this Chamber
with that provision in it. The whole
explanation is to be found no doubt in
a letter of mine concerning other matters
that has caused this trouble. In
reply to an interjection hy Mr. 5. Stubbs
the Minister for Works said he was

{COUNCIL.] T

going more particularly apon a letter
published in the newspapers and sigued
“C, A. Piesse,” and that that letter was
absolutely incorrect. [ do not propose
to read that lerter hecause it goes into
matters which are foreign to the subject
before the House, but sume of the refer-
ences in the letler concern the Traffie
Bill, and some do not, but T allude to
them heeause of the Minister’s remark
that T made statemeuts which were
ahsolutely ineorrect. T eharged Mr.
O'Loghlen and his party in this letter
with an attempt to increase taxation on
the landholder hy— (1) Doubling the land
tax, (2) taking awny the rebates and
deduetions allowed the taxpayer under
the Liberal 1907 Aet; {3) with an at-
tempt to impose harassing conditions ane
extra taxation on the settler under the
Traffie Bill they introdueed; {4} with
trying to make law an amendment of the
Land Aet that did away with freehold;
(5) with introdneing a Rights 1 Water
and Irrigation Bill that embodied in its
elauses conditions that were mnothmmg
short of confiseation. Where is there
any untrath in that?

The Colonial Seeretarv: It is pretty
strong,

Hon. C. A. PIESST: Tt is strong, hut
it is true, and that is where the bont
pinched. T cannot moke any further
comment on it, but the remarks I have
made wifl be reproduced in Harsard and
I will leave the public to judge between
the Minister and myself. T am snre that
the Minister tock advantage of the op-
portunity to get home on me, not for any
remark T passed in eonneetion with the
Traffie Bill, but in connection with the
other matters which T touched upon. T
am sorry to have taken up the time of
the House on this guestion, but T resent
imputations of this kind. If T have
Iahonred the matter somewhat I am sorrv
indeed, hut T could not allow my reputa-
tion, the reputation of my children, and
the reputation of this House, of whieh
I am a memher, to be assailed without
making some reply thereto. Ti is my
intention to support the attitude which
is being taken by the metropolitan mem-
bers in connection with this Bill. The
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Minister should have laken a higher
stam] and not gone for a paltry £1,400
from the munieipality.
We want money in eonnectioit with main
roads just as it is borrowed for railways.
Reference has been made again and
again to the good roads in South Aus-
tralia. In 1901, when I first visited South
Anstralia, | was struck by the beautiful
roads they liad there. At the time I was
very actively engaged in husiness and got
inte elose fouch with the leading men of
the State, and it Jdid not take me loug
to find out that they had bhorrowed
largely. on oceeasions £300,000, for those
reads. They treated them almost on the
same lines as rallways were (reated. Ib-
stead of tiddly-winking with the Perth-
Fremanile road problem why do not the
Government face the question of the
main roads of this State generally? To-
dax T have given nofice of a motion
calling attention fo the greater main roads
of Western Australia, and advoeating the
need of placing them under the control
of the Government, or if they like under
the control of the roads hpard =ubject to
a special grant. The roads T have referred
to in the motion are those from DPerth
to Fremantle, Perth fo Albany. Perth to
Busselton via Bunbury, Perih to Gerald-
ton, and a eireunlar road from Perth to
Perth via Toodyay, Northam, and York.
Some of these roads have heen made for
60 vears, and a sam of £100,000 would
probably be required to put them into
thorough going order. and, if it is neres-
sarv to have extra faxation for the up-
keepr of these roads. U daresay it would
be a simple matter by speeial license on
the traffic of those roads io meet the ease,
as people wonld nol prudge an extra
license for travelling on the main roads
in comfort. T am going to speak on this
* matter more fully when mv motion comes
before the House. and in the meantime T
need refer to it only in a general way.
As My, Connor printed out the other day.
the road from Perth to Fremantle is a
disgrace to the Stale. and T do not hesi-
tate to say that others of our main roads
are also a disgrace. The roads T have
referred to link np every port of any im-
portance in the South-Western portion

metropolitan
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of this State. When one comes to realise
this and the great traffic there is on them,
one must come to the conclusion that it
would not after all take such a speciall
heavy license to enable an inecome io be
obtained that would pay for the thorough
tepair of those roads and for a sinking
fund. As for this tiddly-winking with the
ineome of the Perth City Council, I have
no time for il. There are points in the
Bill whieh 1 will deal with more exten-
sively in Commitiee, but I want to say
here that the penalty clauses are abso-
lutely excessive in practically every case.
1 am not trying to obstruet the Bill; [
say it is a good one, but the penalties are
excessive except i the case of that at-
laching to jox rides, and it would not
matter if that was made £100. It is pro-
vided in the Bill that every driver has to
take oul a lieense, at a cost of 3s,

but  what ahout children who drive
others lo scliool? They will have to
carty a  license under Clause 26

This would he simply robbery., Trap
after trap goes past my place every
morning with ehildren on their way to
school.  Under this Bill if a wife,
dauchter, or son wants to drive to
town instead of the hoshand or father,
as the c¢ase might be, they have to
take ont a leense, and yei this is
proposed hy a Government who say they
arve doing so much for the people and
tell us that we do not represent the peo-
ple. The Government who =ay that are
going to take from the people in this
wlolesale manner. Tn their eagerness to
get vevenue the Government are imposing
a burden on these people, partienlarly
the drivers of vehicles in the country. I
would speeially draw the attenlion of the
Minister to the fact that chidren drive te
seliool in hundreds and perhaps thousands
of cases. Some of themn drive as much as
six miles to sehool and they will have to
carry their licenses and produee them to
the inspeeiors. These poor little things
will have to hand up their licenses: it is
ridieulous. T will deal with other points
in conneetion with this malter when we
are in Committee. T trust that the Min-
i=ter will not think T want to obstruct the
measure. As n malier of fact T want to
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make it a better Bill, and to make it
lighter for the people, With that objeet
I will mgve for a rebate to the people
who have already paid licenses in one
form. T say it is secandalously unfair
that a man who has paid directly for the
upkeep of the road, that is through pro-
perty as taxed under the Roads Board
Act, should be asked to pay a second time
in the shape of a wheel license. At one
time I was opposed to the wheel license
entirely as in the other States I found
that it does not exist. When I was last in
South Australia, in the course of con-
versation with a farmer who was in
Adelaide at the time, I asked him if he
paid a wheel license, and he said no, he
paid only the roads board rates. I say
that people should pay whichever rate is
the higher, the vehicle tax or the property
tax, but they should not be asked to pay
the two. T wish to thank hon. members
for their indulgence in having allowed
me to sey a few words with regard to the
charges made against me in another place.
I want to repeat that the only thing on
my part that eould be taken to be un-
fair was where I did not diseriminate
between the two classes of engines that
are used for chaffeutters.

On motion by Hon. D, G. Gawler de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.94 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

BILL—FREMANTLE IMPROVE-
MENT,

Second Reading,

Debate resumed from the 23rd Septen:-
ber.

Hon, J. MITCHELL (Northam):
When introducing the Bill the Honorary
Minister made it ¢lear to the House that
the owners of the land to be resumer
at Fremantle had not been consulted,
and he also made it clear that it was not
intended that they should be consulted.
I quite agree that the widening of the
streets is an imporfant matler, and that
land should not be held when it is re-
quired for such public purposes. The
Minister, however, told us frankly, and I
admire his frankness, that the Fremantle
municipality have asked for the right
to resume a very large area. Block 328,
as will be seen by the schedule, is nmot
in any way connected with the widening
of High-street, but blocks 329 and 329\
are very large, and it is from these that
the land for the street must be taken.
I understand that the munieipality of
Fremantle desire to make this resump-
tion of the three blocks in order that they
may derive a benefit financially. It is
expected that the widening of High-street
will lead to the enbancement of the value
of the adjacent properly, and it is said
also that the land at Fremantle is likely
to impyove in value, and if the muniei-
pality is given the power to raise the
£80,000, which they require for the pur-
poses of this resnmption they will be able
to make a good investment. Is it not
possible that the owners of this land have
waited for years to reap the reward of
their investment. and is it not possible
also that some person has bought land



